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NordMin have brought together various 
experts in the Nordic region, so that 
mature mining countries like Finland  
and Sweden can share their experiences 
with Greenland and Iceland
PÄR WEIHED

Dagfinn Høybråten  
Secretary General  
of the Nordic Council  
of Ministers

Welcome to the closure conference of  
NordMin. NordMin started in 2013 as a  
project under the auspices of the Nordic 
Council of Ministers with the aim to strength-
en Nordic collaboration for a sustainable  
Mining and Minerals industry in the Nordic 
countries. NordMin was initiated by the 
Swedish chairmanship of the Nordic Council 
as a strategic initiative with a duration of 4 
years. The project management has been 
hosted by Luleå University of Technology 
and a number of activities have been rolled 
out over the last few years. The aim of this 
conference is to give a very brief overview 
of activities and also to draw some final 
conclusions on what has been achieved in 
terms of a closer Nordic collaboration within 
the field and how we can benefit from this in 
the future.

The Nordmin project has been set up with the 
following main activities:

1.  Research and innovation collaborative 
Nordic projects

2.  Workshops on predefined themes to define 
Nordic joint leadership on topics for further 
work

3.  Preparatory Nordic projects to define and 
submit research proposals to leverage 
Nordic funding

4.  Post graduate courses on relevant themes

5.  Commissioned reports on sustainability 
criteria in a Nordic context

It is a pleasure to invite you to this conference 
not only to present the results from NordMin, 
but also to get together to discuss the future. 
The grand challenges remains: Supply of raw 
materials, sustainable development in the 
arctic, energy solutions for a low carbon so-
ciety and climate change. All these issues are 
intimately related to the mining sector in the 
Nordic realm and NordMin was a first step to 
find a common Nordic agenda within the field 
of sustainable mineral extraction.

So once again welcome to this concluding 
conference of NordMin!

”
Pär Weihed  
Professor in Ore Geology,  
Luleå University of Technology
Director CAMM (Centre of  
Advanced Mining and Metallurgy)
NordMin Manager



15:00 OPENING
Dagfinn Høybråten, Secretary-General, 
Nordic Council of Ministers

15:10 – 15:20
Eva Lindström, State Secretary to the   
Minister for Enterprise and Innovation

15:20 – 15:30 
”Denmark – Producer and consumer of 
mineral raw-materials” 
Per Kalvig, Head of Centre for Minerals 
and Materials (MiMa), Denmark

15:30 – 15:40 
”Does Nordic matter in Europe? Some 
general views on Nordic co-operation”  
Mikko Huuskonen, Ministerial Advisor 
responsible for Nordic issues and coop-
eration, Ministry of Employment and the 
Economy, Finland 

15:40 – 15:50 
”Mining in Greenland  
- a socioeconomic perspective”  
Ole Fjordgaard Kjær, Special Advisor and 
Socio Economist at the Ministry of Industry, 
Labour and Trade, Greenland

15:50 – 16:00 
”Sustainable mining of geothermal  
fluids for valuable metals”  
Dr. Guðni A. Jóhannesson, Director  
General, Orkustofnun, Iceland

16:00 – 16:10 
”Norway’s role in achieving a more  
sustainable mining industry” 
Elisabeth Gammelsæter,  
Norsk Bergindustri 

16:10– 16:20   
”Operating raw materials businesses 
in the Nordic countries, the Boliden 
perspective ” 
Staffan Sandström, Director  
Technology, Boliden. 

16:20 – 16:30 
”Importance of Nordic networking  
in the mining research”   
Margareta Wahlström, VTT, NordMin 
project coordinator

16:30 –17:00
CONCLUDING REMARKS    
Pär Weihed, Professor Luleå University  
of Technology, NordMin Manager 
Katarina Persson Nilsson, Ministry of 
Enterprise and Innovation, Sweden  
Chairman of NordMin Steering Committee

17:00 – 18:00 
Networking activities

18:00 – 21:00 
Dinner 

PROGRAM 15:00 – 17:00



Nordic co-operation
Nordic co-operation is one of the world’s most extensive forms  
of regional collaboration, involving Denmark, Finland, Iceland,  
Norway, Sweden, and the Faroe Islands, Greenland, and Åland.

Nordic co-operation has firm traditions in politics, the economy, 
and culture. It plays an important role in European and inter- 
national collaboration, and aims at creating a strong Nordic  
community in a strong Europe.

Nordic co-operation seeks to safeguard Nordic and regional 
interests and principles in the global community. Common Nordic 
values help the region solidify its position as one of the world’s 
most innovative and competitive.

NordMin
A Nordic Network of Expertise for a Sustainable Mining and  
Mineral Industry.

NordMin is the Nordic Council of Ministers research and  
education initiative in the mining and mineral field.

NordMin was funded by the Nordic Council of Ministers with  
a total of 30 million DKK for the period from 2013 to 2017. The 
initiative was co-ordinated by Luleå University of Technology.

www.nordmin-network.org


