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 Introduction 1.

1) If LTU is to enter into an overarching agreement with another university 
regarding doctoral (i.e. third-cycle) educational collaborations that lead to a double 
or joint degree, there must be documentation to show that the other university's 
doctoral programmes are of sufficient quality, scope and stability. 

2) No university- or department-wide agreements can be entered into until the 
above-mentioned documentation is in place. 

The purpose of allowing doctoral programmes that lead to a double degree or a joint 
degree is to increase internationalisation, foster the prerequisites for working in an 
international labour market and facilitate a broader skills base and collaborative gains 
for the universities. 

This document provides instructions for drawing up a basis on which the Vice-
Chancellor can make decisions regarding educational collaboration with other Higher 
Education Institutions (HEIs) where the aim is a double or a joint PhD. The 
document also provides information about the statuary requirements that exist. 

The Higher Education Act (HL) provides the primary foundation for the activities of 
all Swedish HEIs. The Higher Education Ordinance (HF) is a specification of HL and 
applies to all Swedish HEIs.  

The opportunity to issue a double degree is already available and is not regulated 
through HL. A double degree is the result of an education at two collaborating HEIs. 
A double degree is based on two partially overlapping programmes at doctoral level, 
which lead to a thesis that is examined at two HEIs. At the end of the programme, 
two degree certificates will be issued – one from each higher education institution, but 
with a diploma supplement stating that the degree is the result of an education at two 
collaborating HEIs. 

As of 1 January 2010, HL allows Swedish universities and university colleges to issue 
joint degrees together with foreign or other Swedish higher education institutions. A 
joint degree refers to “a qualification that may be awarded by the higher education 
institutions that have jointly organised courses and programmes that can lead to the 
award of the qualification” (Chapter 1, Section 17, paragraph 2 of HL). Consequently, 
it is not a question of a new degree category, but an opportunity for two or more 
higher education institutions to organise and conduct a joint study programme 
resulting in a joint degree of the same kind that each one of them otherwise has the 
right to issue. The joint PhD is then based on one joint study programme, one publicly 
defended doctoral thesis and one degree certificate. 

It is worth noting that a third-cycle educational collaboration that leads to a double or 
joint degree cannot be created retroactively; third-cycle students who have already 
been admitted to a third-cycle programme at LTU cannot retrospectively enter into a 
collaboration resulting in either a double or a joint degree. 



Please also note that the creation of a third-cycle collaboration leading to a double or 
joint degree is a resource- and time-consuming process that requires adequate planning 
by those employees who initiate the collaboration. The average time from initiation to 
implementation is approx. 6 months. For a joint degree, the total period may amount 
to 1 year. The following times apply for a double degree, Stage 1: 3 weeks to 2 
months, Stage 2: 1–4 months, Stage 3: 3 weeks to 2 months. 

 Double Degree 2.

2.1. Definition 

A doctoral student who intends to participate in a doctoral educational collaboration 
must fulfil the requirements for two degrees from two higher education institutions 
with efficiency gains, for example, in terms of taking courses. Each university is 
primarily responsible for its own study programme (based on national and local laws 
and provisions, as well as course requirements). This means that there is only a small 
overlap between the study programmes at the two HEIs. The result of a completed 
study programme is that the third-cycle student obtains two degrees: one from each 
university, which certify that the student has completed a double degree. 

2.2. Prerequisites (Requirements) 

A doctoral educational collaboration resulting in a double degree at LTU is created in 
stages. The first stage (Stage 1) describes the overall prerequisites for collaboration for 
a double degree between the two HEIs, allowing departments at LTU to initiate 
collaboration with the corresponding department at the partner HEI. Stage 1 is 
completed when the strategic values of such an in-depth collaboration have been 
approved. This agreement is created at the university level. 

The second Stage (Stage 2) describes the programme-specific requirements, the 
qualitative parts of the specific doctoral educational collaboration and the added value 
for the doctoral student entailed by their participation in the doctoral study programme 
leading to a double degree. The agreement accompanying Stage 2 is created at the 
departmental level. 

The third and final Stage (Stage 3) concerns the specific details for each individual 
doctoral student, in addition to the Individual Study Plan (ISP). The agreement is to 
be signed by the two responsible departments and the doctoral student. 

2.3. Process 

In order to create a doctoral educational collaboration with a double degree between 
LTU and another university, the following process has to be followed. 

Stage 1 

Supervisors (applicants) who are planning to initiate an educational collaboration at the 
doctoral level that will result in a double degree have to first obtain the support from 
the responsible Head of Department. The reason for this is primarily that 
administrative resources will, in principle, be required as soon as the programme is 
underway. The applicant then submits a written application to the Faculty Boards (via 



the administrator in charge at the Office of Education and Research at VSS). The 
application is prepared prior to being presented to the Faculty Boards. In the 
preparation process, the application is presented to the joint committee for third-cycle 
studies together with the applicant, the responsible administrator and a representative 
from the Legal Office. If the application meets the requirements listed below, the 
Faculty Boards will recommend that the Vice-Chancellor approve the Stage 1 
Agreement. 

The following requirements must be fulfilled in order for the Faculty Boards to 
recommend that the Vice-Chancellor approve the Stage 1 Agreement: 

• The intended doctoral collaboration is of strategic value to LTU. 
Consideration is to be given to the intended partner’s national and 
international academic ranking and brand (in the wider sense) and to the 
compatibility between the HEIs. 

• The intended programme is not created as a one-off study programme for a 
single doctoral student. The applicant must show that the intention is to create 
a long-term programme that includes doctoral students from both the HEIs 
involved. The expected number of doctoral students must also be specified. 

• A long-term and well-established collaboration between the HEIs must be in 
place when the application is submitted. This should be shown through 
existing declarations of intent (Memorandum of Understanding, Research 
Collaboration Agreement), joint research projects, joint publications and/or joint 
educational activities. 

• The intended third-cycle educational collaboration is to create future values 
within research and education for LTU. Please note that the creation of a 
university-wide agreement means that all departments and units at LTU are 
eligible to submit an application to start a doctoral educational collaboration. 
Where possible, applicants should indicate which other units/subject areas at 
LTU could potentially benefit from the agreement. 

A justification for the choice of collaboration partner(s) is to be attached. This has to 
include an evaluation of the potential partner based on the following criteria:  

• Strategy and policy – should correspond to those of LTU.  
• Reputation and quality – LTU builds its profile through its partners and it is 

important that the collaboration strengthens rather than weakens the LTU 
brand.  

• Partner HEIs accreditation in its home country – it is important to have reliable 
information about quality.  

• Demand for the programme/collaboration from students, teachers and 
researchers.  

• Administrative processes and national regulations – may influence how 
burdensome the collaboration is.  

• Administrative capacity – what resources for administrative support are 
available?  

• Reciprocity – what will each respective HEI gain from the collaboration?  

 



Stage 2 

Once both higher education institutions have signed the Stage 1 agreement, applicants 
may prepare an application for Stage 2. A written application is submitted to the 
responsible Faculty Board (via the administrator in charge at the Office of Education 
and Research at VSS). The application is prepared prior to being presented to the 
faculty board. In the preparation process, the application is presented to the joint 
committee for third-cycle studies together with the applicant, the administrator 
responsible and a representative from the Legal Office. If the application meets the 
requirements listed below, the Faculty Board will recommend that the responsible 
Head of Department approve the Stage 2 agreement. 

The following requirements must be fulfilled in order for the Faculty Board to 
recommend that the Head of Department approve the Stage 2 agreement: 

• The doctoral educational collaboration is clearly and concisely described. The 
application needs to contain a description of the research field, how research 
and education is to be conducted together with the counterpart higher 
education institution, strategic importance, purpose of the study programme, a 
schedule, governance of the study programme and the academic and 
educational gains both for the doctoral students and for each HEI. 

• The higher education institutions are to develop a compatible study 
programme. The application must contain a draft of course requirements, 
publications and other requirements that the doctoral student must fulfil in 
order to obtain a degree, as well as how long the doctoral student is expected 
to spend at each HEI. It is important to distinguish between the requirements 
of the different HEIs, to clearly show what the doctoral student is expected to 
do at each of them in order to fulfil the requirements for a PhD at each 
respective higher education institution. 

Once both parties have signed the Stage 2 agreement, the higher education institutions 
may accept doctoral students into the doctoral study programme leading to a double 
degree and to start working on a Stage 3 agreement. The departments have to enter 
into an agreement with the doctoral student and fulfil the applicable requirements 
listed in Appendix 2 (note that not all requirements are applicable in all cases; some 
may have been dealt with in the preparatory work for the Stage 2 agreement). In 
addition to the Stage 3 agreement, it is up to the responsible Head of Department to 
ensure that an Individual Study Plan is created in which it is important to specify that 
the doctoral student is participating in a third-cycle study programme with the aim of 
obtaining a double degree. The Stage 3 agreement is drawn up in dialogue with a 
supervisor from the Office of Education and Research and a representative from the 
Legal Office. 

 Joint Degree 3.

A basic condition for issuing a joint degree in accordance with HL and HF is that it 
consists of a joint study programme, i.e. a study programme that is jointly planned and 
implemented by the higher education institutions in question. The programme is 
jointly created by the respective HEIs before the study programme itself begins. This 
means that the HEIs must create a syllabus together and collaborate on admission and 



examination, while studies and examinations completed at the partner university are to 
be automatically recognised. At the end of the study programme, the HEIs jointly issue 
a joint degree certificate/diploma stating that the doctoral student has completed a 
joint study programme resulting in a joint degree. Appendix 1 contains further details 
about statutory requirements. 

3.1. Prerequisites (Requirements) 

In addition to the requirements set out by Swedish law, a joint doctoral study 
programme resulting in a joint degree must fulfil the following requirements with 
regard to the collaboration. Stage 1 describes the overall conditions for collaboration 
concerning a joint degree between the two HEIs, allowing departments at LTU to 
initiate collaboration with the corresponding department at the partner HEI. Stage 1 is 
completed when the strategic values of such an in-depth collaboration have been 
approved.  Stage 2 describes the programme-specific details, the qualitative parts of 
the specific study programme and the added value for the doctoral student entailed by 
their participation in a doctoral study programme leading to a joint degree. Finally, an 
agreement between the individual doctoral student and the HEIs, along with an 
Individual Study Plan (ISP), are to be drawn up (Stage 3). The ISP has to specify that 
the doctoral student is participating in a third-cycle study programme with the aim of 
obtaining a joint degree. 

3.2. Process 

Stage 1 

Supervisors (applicants) who are planning to initiate an educational collaboration at 
doctoral level that will result in a joint degree, have first to obtain the support from the 
responsible Head of Department. The reason for this is primarily that administrative 
resources will, in principle, be required as soon as the programme is underway. The 
applicant then submits a written application to the Faculty Boards (via the 
administrator in charge at the Office of Education and Research at VSS). The 
application is prepared prior to being presented to the Faculty Boards. In the 
preparation process, the application is presented to the joint committee for third-cycle 
studies together with the applicant, the responsible administrator and a representative 
from the Legal Office. If the application meets the requirements listed below, the 
Faculty Boards will recommend that the Vice-Chancellor approve the Stage 1 
agreement. 

The following requirements must be fulfilled in order for the Faculty Boards to 
recommend that the Vice-Chancellor approve the Stage 1 agreement: 

• The intended doctoral educational collaboration is of strategic value to LTU. 
Consideration may be given to the intended partner’s national and 
international academic ranking and brand (in the wider sense) and to the 
compatibility between the higher education institutions. 

• A long-term and well-established collaboration between the HEIs must be in 
place when the application is submitted. One fundamental condition for a joint 
degree is that there is already a well established and functioning collaboration 
concerning double degrees at doctoral level between the two HEIs. 



• The intended study programme is not created as a one-off study programme 
for a single doctoral student. The applicant must show that the intention is to 
create a long-term programme that includes doctoral students from both higher 
education institutions involved and must specify the expected number of 
students. 

• The intended doctoral educational collaboration has to create future value 
within research and education for LTU. Please note that the creation of a 
university-wide agreement means that all departments and units at LTU are 
eligible to submit an application to start a doctoral educational collaboration. 
Where possible, applicants should indicate which other units/subject areas at 
LTU could potentially benefit from the agreement. 

Stages 2–3 

The issuing of a joint degree based on a joint programme is a complex process as it 
requires at least two higher education institutions to coordinate their internal 
regulations concerning doctoral education. This becomes particularly complicated 
when entering into international educational collaboration as the education systems 
and legislation of at least two countries must be combined and adhered to.  
 
For this reason, and unlike the case with a double degree, the next two agreements 
(Stages 2–3) must be completed simultaneously. Both HEIs must agree on all details 
concerning the doctoral student through the Stage 3 agreement.  

Once both higher education institutions have signed the Stage 1 agreement, the 
applicant may prepare an application for Stage 2. A written application is submitted to 
the responsible Faculty Board (via the administrator in charge at the Office of 
Education and Research at VSS). The application is prepared prior to being presented 
to the Faculty Board. In the preparation process, the application is presented to the 
joint committee for third-cycle studies together with the applicant, the administrator 
responsible and a representative from the Legal Office. If the application meets the 
requirements listed below, the Faculty Board will recommend that the responsible 
Head of Department approve the Stage 2 agreement. 

The following requirements must be fulfilled in order for the faculty board to 
recommend that the Head of Department approve the Stage 2 agreement: 

• Contact persons are to be available at the collaborating HEIs, at both the 
academic and administrative levels. 

• The doctoral study programme is clearly and concisely described. The 
application needs to contain a description of the research field, how the 
research is to be implemented together with the counterpart HEI, strategic 
importance, purpose of the programme, a schedule, governance of the 
programme and the academic and educational gains both for the doctoral 
students and for each higher education institution. 

• The agreement for the joint doctoral study programme must also specify the 
administrative issues concerning such a programme; refer to Appendix 2 for 
more information. 

  



Attachment 1: Swedish statutory requirements for Joint Doctoral 
Programmes 
 
Requirements on joint degrees according to HF, followed by recommendations 
established by SUHF:  
 
- …only if the cooperation is based on a written agreement… (HF Chapter 6, Section 11a),  

Cooperation in education that results in a joint degree must be based on a written 
agreement that ensures legal certainty for the doctoral students and regulates certain 
basic conditions for the cooperation.  

- The university must ensure via the agreement that each part of the programme is organised by 
one or more of the HEIs that are part of the cooperation in education (HF Chapter 6, 
Section 11b, first paragraph, point 1)  

- The agreement must state which part of the programme will be organised by the university 
(HF Chapter 6, Section 11b, second paragraph, point 1) 

- The agreement must state which part of the programme will be organised by another HEI 
(HF Chapter 6, Section 11b, second paragraph, point 2)  

Part of the programme must correspond to general learning outcomes. Learning 
outcomes are defined as goals pertaining to what doctoral students studying under the 
cooperation in education are expected to know, understand and be able to do upon 
completion of the programme. The written agreement between the HEIs must contain 
a definition and contract concerning the general learning outcomes of the cooperation 
in education. Activities that are clearly designed to help achieve learning outcomes are 
an advantage in such a written agreement. 

The part of the programme that is to be organised by the university is the part that the 
HEI is responsible for. 

The written agreement must define the division of responsibility between the 
cooperating HEIs for laying the groundwork that allows doctoral students to achieve 
the set learning outcomes. The doctoral student's acquisition of special knowledge or 
skills may be accomplished via thesis work and by taking courses. The contract must 
therefore state that the principal supervisors have joint responsibility for the thesis work 
and specify which HEI is responsible for ensuring the doctoral student acquires each 
and every one of the proficiencies and skills required, where these are not acquired via 
the thesis work. Special courses are specified when they are the clear path to achieving 
a specific learning outcome. 



 

- The university must ensure via the agreement that the parts of the programme organised by 
another HEI are also based on scientific or artistic grounds, as well as proven experienced, 
and that they are run in a manner which ensures high quality throughout the programme 
(HF Chapter 6, Section 11b, first paragraph, point 2)  

The quality of all parts of the programme must be of a high international standard. 

A party intending to enter cooperation in education with the goal of a joint degree 
must, before the cooperation is established, ensure that the above will be achieved. 

A party intending to enter cooperation in education with the goal of a joint degree 
must, before the cooperation is established, ensure that the above will be achieved. 

Admission 
- The agreement must specify which of the HEIs organising part of the programme an applicant 

shall be admitted to (HF Chapter 6, Section 11b, second paragraph, point 3) 
- The agreement must stipulate that the university may only admit applicants to the part of the 

programme organised by the university (HF Chapter 6, Section 11b, second paragraph, 
point 4).  

Doctoral students that are expected to take a joint degree shall be admitted to the 
concerned HEIs. 

In the case of joint programmes through which a joint degree may be obtained, all 
cooperating HEIs are responsible for the thesis work, and consequently for the entire 
third-cycle programme. The university therefore admits doctoral students to the entire 
programme if the goal is a joint degree. The cooperating HEIs do not, however, need 
to admit the same PhD student at the same time (see Programme duration). 



Registration 
- The agreement must clarify at what point a student admitted to part of the programme by 

another HEI is to be considered a student in accordance with Section 11c (HF Chapter 6, 
Section 11b, second paragraph, point 5).  

A doctoral student admitted to a joint programme that results in a joint degree shall be 
considered a doctoral student at the university for the entire study period, regardless of 
whether or not he or she is carrying out his or her studies. 

At LTU, it is specified in the Individual Study Plan and in LADOK (in the free-text 
field pending the introduction of LADOK 3) that the goal is a joint degree. Details are 
also given of the HEI with which the degree shall be jointly awarded. A reference 
number for the contract and written agreement will be provided. 

Programme duration  
The HEIs jointly plan and run the programme, and confirm one another's quality in 
order to jointly issue a degree certificate. The key matter is that the jointly formulated 
learning outcomes are achieved. HEIs with a study period of shorter than four years 
may therefore admit the doctoral student at a later stage than LTU. What is most 
important is that the thesis is assessed at the same point in time at the cooperating 
HEIs. 
 

 
 
Individual Study Plan 
The written agreement between the HEIs must contain a template for the Individual 
Study Plan. The written agreement must be formulated based on a common 
denominator for the involved HEIs' requirements on the Individual Study Plan. The 
Individual Study Plan lays down each HEI's responsibilities in accordance with the 
established agreement. 

Any differences in the grading process must be clarified. 

It must also specify where the doctoral student will study during the programme. 

Programme content 
The agreement must clarify that a part of the programme already completed and passed by the 
student at another HEI shall be credited to him or her for education at the university, without the 
need for a special assessment (Chapter 6, Section 11b, second paragraph, point 6) 



Courses passed at other HEIs following admission to a third-cycle programme at the 
university can be credited in the degree without the need for a special assessment if the 
content is in line with the set learning outcomes - provided an agreement concerning 
participation has been made between the doctoral student and supervisors. 

 
Supervision 
At least one supervisor must be appointed at each examining HEI. Requirements 
pertaining to the principal supervisor's level of expertise must be stipulated. The 
division of responsibility between the supervisors at the examining HEIs must be 
clarified and regulated in the agreement. 

During his or her studies, the doctoral student is entitled to request a different 
supervisor (HF 06:31). The written agreement must define how a request of this 
nature shall be handled by the HEIs. 

Financing and maintenance 
When the PhD student is admitted, their maintenance must be looked into so that it is 
clear as to who is to finance their education from admission to the point at which they 
obtain a degree. 

It must be specified in the written agreement as to what form(s) of maintenance and 
what level of economy the cooperating HEIs shall apply for doctoral students studying 
towards joint degrees. The form of maintenance and level of economy must be 
established at the time of admission, and it is preferable if they apply for the duration of 
the programme.  

The written agreement must state whether any outcomes other than the student's 
education are expected during the period up until the degree is awarded. 

System of assurance 
The written agreement must define how the HEIs will ensure prior to admission that 
the doctoral student will have insurance that covers the entire duration of the 
programme and which works in conjunction with the legislation of the HEIs 
respective countries. 
 
Issuing a joint degree certificate 
- …award a joint degree if the student has completed a programme covered by an agreement … 

and fulfilled the requirements for obtaining a degree at the university and at least one other 
HEI that has organised part of the degree (HF Chapter 6, Section 11e, point 1) 

- …award a joint degree only if each HEI participating in the joint degree and awarding a 
degree is authorised to do so (HF Chapter 6, Section 11e, point 2) 

- …award a joint degree if each degree included in the joint degree and which is awarded by a 
university that is subject to the Higher Education Act (1992:1434) or by an individual 
education provider relates to the same degree as that of the university and  

- each degree awarded by a foreign HEI is of the same level as that of the university's degree 
(HF Chapter 6, Section 11e, points 3-4) 

- The agreement must provide details of the degree that can be obtained via the programme at 
each of the HEIs (Chapter 6, Section 11b, second paragraph, point 7) 



It must be clearly stated in the written agreement that the HEIs that have admitted the 
doctoral student are authorised to provide the required tuition. The Individual Study 
Plan must state which HEI is responsible for - and will issue - the joint degree 
certificate.  

For the doctoral student's legal certainty, it is important that a great deal of effort is 
spent on producing accurate degree titles at the various HEIs. 

If a doctoral student admitted to a joint degree programme wishes to discontinue his or 
her studies, they are entitled upon request to receive a degree certificate from LTU for 
a degree other than the joint degree, provided requirements are met for a degree at the 
university. 

If one of the cooperating HEIs finds that they are unable to award a joint degree to a 
doctoral student, the other HEIs involved in the cooperation are similarly unable to 
award a joint degree. 

Public defence of thesis 
The written agreement must stipulate eligibility requirements for the public defence of 
a thesis, and must also provide details of the format of publication, preliminary review 
of the thesis (if any; how, who and when), and the scope and form of the public 
defence. 

Legislation 
The written agreement must include applicable legislation concerning e.g., equal 
treatment. 
 
Conflict 
The written agreement must define how any conflicts that arise are to be handled. 
 
  



Attachment 2: Administrative issues for a double or joint programme 

1. Project 
Supervisors at LTU and at the partner university will jointly formulate a 
research project proposal. The project proposal will include budget (revenues 
and costs), which may also include a joint application for financing for the 
project. Intellectual Property Rights (see below) must be agreed on and the 
appointment of supervisors must be clarified.  

 
2. Recruitment and admission 

The written agreement must stipulate how, when and where the study 
location, application and admission will be announced. The general and 
specific entry requirements required for admission to third-cycle studies at each 
HEI must be taken into consideration, as well as applicable language 
requirements. It must be specified as to who is responsible for selection and 
issuing an admission notification at each HEI. Upon admission, it must be 
made clear that the doctoral student has been admitted to take a double or joint 
doctoral degree. A decision concerning whether the degree is double or joint 
cannot be made retroactively. 

 
3. Financing and fee administration 

According to Swedish law, a doctoral student can only be admitted if the 
university establishes that financing can be secured for the entire programme. It 
is therefore necessary to ensure that reliable financing is available for duration 
of the studies, and that the written agreement establishes the division of 
responsibility for the financing between the cooperating HEIs and which party 
has financial responsibility if the original financier drops out.  Note that third-
cycle studies are only three years long in some countries and four years in 
Sweden. The written agreement must therefore secure the doctoral student's 
entitlement to a degree without LTU risking having to finance parts of the 
programme that are actually the responsibility of another HEI, and vice versa.  

 
4. The partners define who is responsible for the doctoral student's maintenance, 

what costs are expected, any tuition fees, the doctoral student's insurance costs, 
healthcare, living expenses, travel, facilities, equipment. It is also desirable that 
it is specified in the written agreement how costs associated with the thesis 
work shall be financed (travel, conference fees, printing and distribution of the 
thesis, etc.) 

 
5. Content and implementation of the programme  

The written agreement must specify the duration of the programme (3/4 
years), the number of credits, courses at third-cycle level and when they are to 
be studied, as well as how much of the programme is implemented at each 
HEI.  The responsible HEI's rules and regulations concerning e.g., tests and 
examination must be taken into consideration. There must be a section 
defining the procedure that is followed when the programme cannot be 
completed within the stipulated time. 

 
6. Syllabi and follow-up 

Planning and revision of the planned programme will be documented in an 
Individual Study Plan (ISP). This specifies which parts of the programme will 



be carried out at which HEI, and how progress will be followed up. The 
written agreement shall regulate which HEI, and thereby which supervisor, is 
responsible for the on-going follow-up of the doctoral student's progress on the 
study programme. If the partner HEI has a three-year programme at third-
cycle level, the plan must detail how the cooperation between their three-year 
and our four-year programme will work. Each ISP will contain a section that 
specifies some of the most important goals in the programme for both the 
supervisors and the doctoral student. This part of the ISP must be signed by the 
supervisors, the doctoral student and the Head of Department. Goals not met 
by the time of the follow-up should be commented on by both the supervisors 
and the doctoral student.  

 
7. Supervisor issues 

The written agreement must lay down the roll of each supervisor and the 
division of responsibility between them. It must take into consideration what 
will happen if a supervisor is reassigned and who is responsible for resolving 
any conflicts that may arise between the doctoral student and the principal 
supervisor. 

 
8. LADOK 

The HEIs shall draw up a procedure for transferring information on outcomes 
of the programme between the HEIs. The contract must specify who is 
responsible for transferring such information. All doctoral students admitted to 
LTU must be registered in LADOK (national system used for documentation 
of students’ academic information). When admitting doctoral students to a 
programme and awarding a degree, it must be noted as to whether it is a 
double or joint degree.  

 
9. Doctoral thesis and public defence 

The written agreement must stipulate eligibility requirements for the public 
defence of a thesis, and must also provide details of the format of publication, 
preliminary review of the thesis (if any; how, who and when), and the scope 
and form of the public defence. It must establish the formulation of the degree 
certificate and the content of the Diploma Supplement (DS).  

10. Intellectual property rights  
The written agreement shall include guidelines for handling rights such as 
intellectual property rights and ensuring that LTU's requirements concerning 
public access to information and publication are met. 

 
11.  Rights  

The ethics policy that applies to the university/subject must be attached and if 
the partner university requests clarification, this will be provided. Rules and 
guidelines concerning the working environment and personnel-related issues 
must be included. Any request to change supervisor must be discussed and 
approved by a decision-making body at both the home and partner university.  

 
12. Responsibility for service 

The written agreement specifies who is responsible for receiving the doctoral 
student(s), service, and accommodation. It must provide the names of the 



contact persons at the participating HEIs/institutions and to whom the doctoral 
student must turn if they have a complaint. 

 


