
Skandinaviens nordligaste tekniska universitet
Forskning & utbildning i världsklass

To be able to buy property in Sweden; 
1.  The first step is to obtain a Swedish Personal Number (personnummer). Once you´ve got a Swedish Personal Number, you can open a bank 

account.   

2.  Once you have a bank account you can apply for a mortgage commitment (lånelöfte) to enable you to put an offer on an apartment or house.  

3.  When you have a mortgage commitment, you may put an offer on the property/ies you are interested in.  

  A mortgage commitment is a procedure where an individual or co-applicants, secures the level of mortgage available to them in advance, 
based on their credit rating. The commitment is usually valid for 6 months (but may vary between different banks) and can be converted into 
an actual mortgage when you have had an offer on a property accepted. Your credit rating is based on your employment status, income, 
expenses and cost of living, current debts and credit history.  

4.  When the time has come to purchase a property, the bank always requires a deposit (handpenning). 

  The deposit is a type of advance payment given to the seller so that he or she knows that the buyer is sincere in the intentions to  
purchase the property. Normally, the deposits equals 15 percent of the total purchasing price.

5. When you buy a house, you must pay property tax. 

  Property tax is paid by those who own property in Sweden. An annual rate of 1.5% property tax is charged on 75% of the  
periodically assessed value of the property, regardless of the owner´s income. 

  You sometimes have to pay for the building plot the property is built on. When you buy an apartment (Bostadsrätt),  
you also have to pay a monthly service charge (normally water and heating is included and sometimes 
internet too) in addition to your mortgages to the bank.  
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