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Admission Rules for Post-graduate Education at Luleå University of Technology  
 
The admission rules are the rules that the University applies as regards application, eligibility 
requirements and exemptions from these and selection, and relating to how decisions concerning 
admission and exemptions from eligibility requirements are made (Higher Education Ordinance, 
Chapter 6, Section 3). The admission rules are laid down by the governing body of the institute 
of higher education (HEO Chapter 2, Section 2). The regulations in Chapter 2 and Chapter 3 of 
the Higher Education Ordinance state that the Vice-chancellor and Faculty Boards may delegate 
their duties. A detailed ordinance of decision making is determined by the Vice-chancellor. This 
contains details of what parts of the University’s organisation take decisions in different matters.  
 
1. Access to post-graduate studies  
 
HEO Chapter 7, Section 34: Only as many post-graduate students as can be offered supervision 
and otherwise acceptable conditions of study and whose studies have financing as directed in 
Section 36 shall be admitted to post-graduate studies.  
 
HEO Chapter 7, Section 35: The requirements for admission to post-graduate studies are that the 
applicant  
1. meets general admission requirements and the specific admission requirements that the Faculty 
Board may have prescribed, and  
2. is judged to have the ability otherwise required to pursue the programme successfully.  
 
HEO Chapter 7, Section 36: The Faculty Board may only admit to post-graduate studies 
applicants who are given doctoral appointments or post-graduate student grants. The Faculty 
Board may, however, admit applicants who have some other form of financing for their studies, if 
it judges that financing can be secured for the whole of the programme and that the applicant will 
be able to devote sufficient time to his/her studies to complete the programme in four years in 
the case of a licentiate or eight years in the case of a doctorate.  
 
The following applies at Luleå University of Technology:  
The Boards have delegated their right of decision on the admission of applicants to post-graduate 
studies to the heads of department. Applicants may only be admitted to post-graduate studies if 
sufficient prerequisites exist as regards financing, supervision, courses offered, access to a work 
place, computer and library so that the possibility exists for effective education that leads to a 
degree of high quality in an international perspective. A post-graduate student pursuing post-
graduate studies shall be given supervision by a principal supervisor and an assistant supervisor. 
Should the economic bases for financing the studies change or cease to exist during the period of 
study, the head of department is responsible for ensuring that prerequisites are created for 
continued financing.  
 
The post-graduate student shall have the possibility to devote such a proportion of his/her time to 
the programme that the net study time in the case of full-time studies is two years for a licentiate 
and four years for a doctorate. In the case of part-time studies, the maximum study time is four 
years for a licentiate and eight years for a doctorate. Applicants may only be admitted if studies are 
to be undertaken for at least 50% or more of full time. The study time for a licentiate or a 
doctorate may not be extended unofficially by allowing the student to undertake post-graduate 
studies without having been formally admitted. Separate guidelines apply for lecturers with a 
competence development plan.  
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There shall be a general study programme determined by the Faculty Board for every subject in 
which post-graduate studies are offered (HEO Chapter 6, Section 34). This general study 
programme shall state the programme’s contents and arrangement, the specific admission 
requirements, the bases for assessment that apply in respect of selection for admission to the 
programme, the examinations included in the programme, and whether it is possible conclude 
part of the programme with a licentiate degree.  
 
A licentiate is attained either by the post-graduate student concluding a programme of at least 120 
credits in a subject or by the post-graduate student completing a part giving at least 120 credits of 
a programme that will conclude with a doctorate. The goals for a licentiate are to have been 
attained and an academic thesis of a least 60 credits shall have been approved. A post-graduate 
student, who has been admitted to a licentiate programme and who wishes to continue his or her 
studies to attain a doctorate after receiving his/her licentiate degree, must make a new application 
for the latter part of the doctorate programme.  
 
A doctorate is attained upon completion of a programme of at least 240 credits in a subject. The 
goals for a doctorate are to have been attained and an academic thesis of a least 120 credits shall 
have been approved. The doctoral thesis shall have been orally defended in public.  
 
2. Admission procedure  
 
HEO Chapter 7, Section 37: Matters relating to admissions shall be decided by the institute of 
higher education. Persons wishing to be admitted to post-graduate studies shall apply within the 
time and in the manner prescribed by the institute of higher education. Where an institute of 
higher education intends to admit one or more post-graduate students, the institute of higher 
education shall make this known by means of advertising or other comparable means. No 
information need be provided, however, 
1. in the case of admission of a post-graduate student, who is to pursue the programme within the 
framework of employment with an employer other than the institute of higher education,  
2. in the case of admission of a post-graduate student who has begun a doctoral study programme 
at another institute of higher education, or  
3. if there exist similar special grounds.  
 
HEO Chapter 7, Section 38: The Faculty Board at an institute of higher education that has been 
given the appellation university may consent, without a new process of admission, to a post-
graduate student who has been admitted by another university or institute of higher education 
transferring to the new university to continue the programme and graduate there. This shall, 
however, only apply if the main part of the post-graduate student’s post-graduate studies will have 
been undertaken at the institute of higher education that has been given the appellation 
university. What is provided in the first paragraph shall apply in equivalent manner at an institute 
of higher education where there is an officially designated school.  
 
The following applies at Luleå University of Technology:  
The possibility to be admitted to post-graduate studies in a research discipline shall be advertised 
in Swedish and English continuously during the year without predetermined dates. The 
minimum requirement is that the advertising takes place on LTU’s web-site. The period of 
application is three weeks. Application is made using the form “Application for Admission to 
Post-graduate Studies” from SCB (Statistics Sweden) that is sent to the department’s records clerk. 
Established guidelines and a template for agreements between the University and another 
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employer exist for cases where a post-graduate student is admitted who is to undertake his/her 
studies within the framework of employment with an employer other than Luleå University of 
Technology. The post-graduate student place need not be advertised where a post-graduate 
student is admitted who has begun a doctoral study programme at another institute of higher 
education or a person is admitted who is employed as a lecturer at LTU.  
 
The preparation is carried out by a recruitment group appointed by the head of department. A 
preliminary assessment of the level of the applicants’ knowledge, ability and skills is made using 
the written background information enclosed with the application where study results and 
independent work are documented. This is followed by interviews with selected applicants and 
the references they have cited (examiners/employers) are contacted. The purpose of the 
recruitment group’s work is to assess the prospective post-graduate student’s prerequisites to 
graduate within the stipulated study period.  
 
Applicants for admission to post-graduate studies at Luleå University of Technology shall 
primarily be admitted with the goal of a attaining a doctorate.  
 
Programmes leading to a licentiate degree shall primarily be directed at people who are gainfully 
employed and wish to undertake post-graduate studies in order to develop their competence.  
 
Any admission to a programme with the goal of a licentiate degree is made after consultation 
between the head of department and the Board concerned.  
 
Any recognition of prior studies is to be requested by the applicant in connection with admission. 
Courses that are included in the general and specific eligibility requirements may not be counted. 
Prior studies may be recognised where they are judged to contribute to the quality of the studies. 
Such recognition is decided by the Board.  
 
The head of department is responsible for ensuring that an individual study programme is drawn 
up and that a principal supervisor and an assistant supervisor are appointed. Guidelines and rules 
can be found in the University’s Handbook for Post-graduate Studies. The “Application for 
Admission to Post-graduate Studies” form from SCB (Statistics Sweden) is used for both 
application and the admission decision. Applicants who are not admitted shall be so informed.  
 
3. General and specific eligibility  
 
HEO Chapter 7, Section 39: A person shall possess general eligibility if he or she has  
1. graduated at advanced level,  
2. fulfilled course requirements of at least 240 credits with 60 credits at advanced level, or  
3. in some other way, in Sweden or in another country, acquired knowledge that is largely 
comparable. The Faculty Board may grant exemption from the general eligibility requirement for 
an individual applicant if special grounds exist.  
 
HEO Chapter 7 Section 40: The stipulated general eligibility requirements shall be entirely 
necessary for the student to be able to profit from his/her studies. The requirements may refer to  
1. knowledge from higher education or equivalent education,  
2. specific work experience, and  
3. necessary language skills or other conditions determined by the studies.  
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The following applies at Luleå University of Technology:  
Exemptions from the general eligibility requirements are granted by the head of department 
submitted submitting a motivated proposal to the board concerned whose responsibility it is to 
make the decision. Applications for exemption shall be treated restrictively.  
 
Validation of prior work experience is by the head of department submitting a motivated proposal 
to the Board concerned that the applicant’s work experience be deemed to give knowledge 
equivalent to a degree or fulfilled course requirements according to the eligibility requirement.  
 
Credentials evaluation is required when assessing whether the applicant’s education abroad is 
equivalent to the eligibility requirement. The head of department decides on credentials 
evaluation when the authenticity of the documents has been conformed by the Office of 
Education and Research.  
 
Completed studies in a certain subject, at a certain level or to a certain extent, that are necessary 
for the post-graduate student to be able to profit from post-graduate studies shall be formulated as 
a specific eligibility. The expectation is that the post-graduate student shall attain the degree goal 
within the estimated study time and with good quality. Too narrowly defined specific eligibility, 
however, may limit the admission of post-graduates and is therefore to be avoided. The required 
level as regards language skills shall be stated as a specific qualification: English and/or Swedish.  
 
4. Selection  
 
HEO Chapter 7, Section 41: Selection of applicants meeting the requirements under sections 35 
and 36 shall be effected with regard to their ability to profit from the post-graduate programme. 
The Faculty Board decides what bases for assessment are to apply as regards the assessment of an 
applicant’s ability to profit from the programme. The fact that an applicant is judged to be able to 
have prior education or work experience recognised for the programme is not alone sufficient to 
give the applicant precedence over other applicants during the selection procedure.  
 
The following applies at Luleå University of Technology:  
Selection is required where several applicants fulfil the eligibility requirement for admission to 
post-graduate studies in the subject. The recruitment group then ranks the applicants on the basis 
of the level of knowledge, ability and skills that is deemed to provide a forecast of success in 
studies in the subject. The selection criteria that apply for the subject can be found in the general 
study programme for the research discipline. The fact that an applicant is judged to be able to 
have prior education or work experience recognised for the programme is not alone sufficient to 
give the applicant precedence over other applicants during the selection procedure.  
 
In cases of equal eligibility, the under-represented gender shall be given priority.  
 
Footnote (page 3): 
 
Transitional provisions, SFS 2006:1053, Note 11:  
A person who prior to 1 July 2007 fulfilled the general eligibility requirements for access to post-
graduate studies shall also after this date and until the end of June 2015 continue to be deemed to 
possess general eligibility for access to post-graduate studies.  
 
 


