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1. Introduction 
The purpose of the local degree regulations is to describe Luleå University of Technology’s application 

of national and local degree provisions. The local degree regulations include degrees at first-, second- 

and third cycle. 

1.1 General Information about Degrees 

National regulations on degrees are found in the Higher Education Act (1992:1434) and the Higher 

Education Ordinance (1993:100), hereinafter referred to as HE Ordinance. In the HE Ordinance, 

Annex 2 (degree regulations), the degrees that may be awarded at first-, second- and third cycle are 

specified, along with the requirements that must be met for each degree (degree description, see 1.2.1). 

Each higher education institution decides, in addition to the HE Ordinance, on its own specific 

requirements. 

The Swedish Higher Education Authority (UKÄ) website lists the degree-awarding powers of Luleå 

University of Technology and other universities and higher education institutions. Henceforth, the 

term “university” will refer to both universities and university colleges unless otherwise stated. 

Questions regarding degrees or the local degree regulations should primarily be directed to the Office 

of Diplomas at Luleå University of Technology (LTU), examen@ltu.se. References to the university’s 

website refer to www.ltu.se. 

1.2 Key Concepts for Degrees 

Below are explanations of the most central concepts in the degree regulations. 

1.2.1 Degree Description 

The degree descriptions in Annex 2 of the HE Ordinance specify the requirements for each individual 

degree. At Luleå University of Technology, all local degree descriptions follow a common structure. 

They state the knowledge, skills, objectives, and requirements that the student must meet to be 

awarded a degree. The English translation of the degree title is also included. Current degree 

descriptions are available on the university’s website. 

1.2.2 Programme Syllabus 

All study programmes must have a programme syllabus (Chapter 6, Section 16 of the HE Ordinance). 

According to Chapter 6, Section 17 of the HE Ordinance, the programme syllabus must specify: the 

courses included in the programme, the specific entry requirements, and any other necessary 

regulations. Current programme syllabus are available on the university’s website. 

1.2.3 Main Field of Study 

All general degrees must have a main field of study and, where applicable, a specialisation, established 

by the Vice-Chancellor. Courses within the main field require progressive specialisation according to 
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the depth codes listed below. The minimum number of credits required in the main field is specified in 

section 2 “Degrees at first- and second cycles”. 

Depth codes for courses at first cycle:  

G1N: First cycle, introductory level, requires only upper secondary qualifications. 

G1F: First cycle, continuation level 1, requires fewer than 60 credits in the main field at first cycle level. 

G1E: First cycle, includes a specially designed degree project for a university diploma. 

G2F: First cycle, continuation level 2, requires at least 60 credits in the main field at first cycle level. 

G2E: First cycle, requires at least 60 credits in the main field at first cycle level, includes a degree 

project for a bachelor’s degree. 

Depth codes for courses at second cycle:  

A1N: Second cycle, introductory level, requires only first cycle courses in the main field. 

A1F: Second cycle, continuation level, requires second cycle courses in the main field. 

A1E: Second cycle, includes a degree project for a one-year master’s degree. 

A2E: Second cycle, includes a degree project for a two-year master’s degree. 

Current main fields of study are listed on the university’s website. 

1.2.4 Unique University Credits 

For a degree awarded by Luleå University of Technology, only unique university credits may be 

included. If courses have partially overlapping content, the total number of credits in the degree 

certificate is reduced. The overlap is indicated in a footnote in the certificate, showing the number of 

overlapping credits.  

Overlapping credits must be replaced with other credits. If courses completely overlap, only one of 

them may be included in the degree. 

2 Degrees at first- and second cycle  

2.1 General Degrees at first- and second cycle  

The general degrees for which Luleå University of Technology has degree-awarding powers at the first 

cycle are the University Diploma and the Bachelor's Degree, and at the second cycle, the one-year and 

two-year Master's Degrees. 

For the Bachelor's, one-year Master's, and two-year Master's Degrees, a main field of study established 

by the university is required, and in some cases, also a specialisation. 

At LTU, up to and including 10 October 2024, it has been required that in order to obtain a general 

degree, the student must fulfil an established programme syllabus or a specified course requirement list. 

The decision to abolish course requirement lists at LTU is stated in Ref. No. LTU-3893-2024. 



Governing Document   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.1.1 Prefixes for General Degrees at Luleå University of Technology 

For general degrees at Luleå University of Technology, except for the University Diploma, the prefixes 

“of Science in Business and Economics” (in Swedish ‘ekonomie’), “of Science in Political Sciences” (in 

Swedish ‘politices’), “of Science” (in Swedish ‘filosofie’ or ‘teknologie’) may be used. Each prefix has 

specific requirements and is linked to specific main fields of study. 

2.1.2 University Diploma – first cycle  

According to the HE Ordinance (Annex 2), the following applies to the University Diploma: 

A University Diploma is awarded after the student has completed course requirements of 120 higher 

education credits with a specific specialisation determined by each university. 

The student must, within the framework of the course requirements, have completed an independent 

project (degree project) in the main field of study of the education. 

For a University Diploma with a specific specialisation, additional specified requirements apply, as 

determined by each university within the framework of the degree description. 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

To be awarded a University Diploma with a specific specialisation, the student must, in addition to the 

above, meet the established degree description and: 

- requirements according to the established education plan or courses totaling 120 credits, of which at 

least 60 credits in the established main field of study to which the degree relates, including at least 7.5 

credits of degree project. 

2.1.3 Bachelor’s degree – first cycle  

According to the HE Ordinance (Annex 2), the following applies to the Bachelor's Degree: 

A Bachelor's Degree is awarded after the student has completed course requirements of 180 higher 

education credits with a specific specialisation determined by each university, of which at least 90 

credits must be in the main field of study with progressive specialisation. 

Within the framework of the course requirements, the student must have completed an independent 

project (degree project) of at least 15 credits in the main field of study. 

For a Bachelor's Degree with a specific specialisation, additional specified requirements apply, as 

determined by each university within the framework of the degree description. 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

To be awarded a Bachelor's Degree with a specific specialisation, the student must, in addition to the 

above, meet the established degree description and: 

-requirements according to the established programme syllabus, or 

-course requirements totaling 180 credits, of which at least 90 credits must be in the established main 

field of study for the degree, including 15 credits for the degree project (G2E level). Of these 90 

credits, at least 30 credits must be at G2 level. G2 level refers to courses that require at least 60 credits in 

the same main field of study as prerequisites. 

-A maximum of 15 credits at advanced level may be included in the degree. 
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2.1.4 One-Year Master’s Degree – second cycle  

According to the HE Ordinance (Annex 2), the following applies to the one-year Master’s Degree: 

A one-year Master’s Degree is awarded after the student has completed course requirements of 60 

higher education credits with a specific specialisation determined by each university, of which at least 

30 credits must be in the main field of study. 

In addition, the student must hold a Bachelor's Degree, an artistic Bachelor's Degree, a professional 

degree of at least 180 credits, or an equivalent foreign qualification. 

Within the framework of the course requirements, the student must have completed an independent 

project (degree project) of at least 15 credits in the main field of study. 

For a one-year Master’s Degree with a specific specialisation, additional specified requirements apply, as 

determined by each university within the framework of the degree description. 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

To be awarded a one-year Master’s Degree with a specific specialisation, the student must, in addition 

to the above, meet the established degree description and: 

-requirements according to the established programme syllabus, or 

-courses totaling 60 credits, of which: 

-at least 30 credits at advanced level must belong to the main field of study for the degree, including a 

degree project of at least 15 credits (A1E level). 

2.1.5 Two-Year Master’s Degree – second cycle  

According to the HE Ordinance (Annex 2), the following applies to the two-year Master’s Degree: 

A two-year Master’s Degree is awarded after the student has completed course requirements of 120 

higher education credits with a specific specialisation determined by each university, of which at least 

60 credits must be in the main field of study. 

In addition, the student must hold a Bachelor's Degree, an artistic Bachelor's Degree, a professional 

degree of at least 180 credits, or an equivalent foreign qualification. 

Within the framework of the course requirements, the student must have completed an independent 

project (degree project) of at least 30 credits in the main field of study. The independent project may 

comprise fewer than 30 credits, but no less than 15 credits, if the student has already completed an 

independent project at advanced level of at least 15 credits in the same main field of study or equivalent 

from a foreign education. 

For a two-year Master’s Degree with a specific specialisation, additional specified requirements apply, as 

determined by each university within the framework of the degree description. 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

To be awarded a two-year Master’s Degree with a specific specialisation, the student must, in addition 

to the above, meet the established degree description and: 

-requirements according to the established programme syllabus or 

-courses totaling 120 credits, of which: 
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-at least 60 credits at advanced level must belong to the main field of study for the degree, including a 

degree project of at least 30 credits (A2E level). 

 

2.2 Degrees in Fine Arts at first and second cycle 

Degrees are based on a Fine Arts field. The Vice-Chancellor at Luleå University of Technology 

establishes the main fields of study for programmes leading to a Degree in Fine Arts. 

 

2.2.1 Degree Titles for Degrees in Fine Arts at Luleå University of Technology 

For Degrees in Fine Arts with a specific specialisation, the specified requirements determined by each 

university within the framework of the degree description apply. 

The Swedish Higher Education Authority (UKÄ) website lists the degree-awarding powers of Luleå 

University of Technology and other universities and higher education institutions. Current degree titles 

are available in the degree descriptions on the university’s website. 

 

2.2.2 University Diploma in Fine Arts – first cycle  

According to the HE Ordinance (Annex 2), the following applies to the Artistic University Diploma: 

An University Diploma in Fine Arts is awarded after the student has completed course requirements of 

120 higher education credits with a specific specialisation determined by each university. 

Within the framework of the course requirements, the student must have completed an independent 

project (degree project) in the main field of study. 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

To be awarded an University Diploma in Fine Arts with a specific specialisation, the student must, in 

addition to the above, meet the established degree description and: 

-requirements according to the established programme syllabus or 

-courses totaling 120 credits, of which at least 60 credits must be in the established main field of study 

for the degree, including at least 7.5 credits for the degree project. 

 

2.2.3 Bachelor's Degree in Fine Arts – first cycle  

According to the HE Ordinance (Annex 2), the following applies to the Bachelor's Degree in Fine 

Arts: 

A Bachelor's Degree in Fine Arts is awarded after the student has completed course requirements of 180 

higher education credits with a specific specialisation determined by each university. 

Within the framework of the course requirements, the student must have completed an independent 

project (degree project) of at least 15 credits in the main field of study. 
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Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

To be awarded a Bachelor's Degree in Fine Arts with a specific specialisation, the student must, in 

addition to the above, meet the established degree description and: 

-requirements according to the established programme syllabus, or 

-course requirements totaling 180 credits, of which at least 90 credits must be in the established main 

field of study for the degree, including 15 credits for the degree project (G2E level). Of these 90 

credits, at least 30 credits must be at G2 level. G2 level refers to courses that require at least 60 credits in 

the same main field of study as prerequisites. 

-A maximum of 15 credits at advanced level may be included in the degree. 

 

2.2.4 One-Year Master’s Degree in Fine Arts – second cycle  

According to the HE Ordinance (Annex 2), the following applies to the One-Year Master’s Degree in 

Fine Arts: 

A One-Year Master’s Degree in Fine Arts is awarded after the student has completed course 

requirements of 60 higher education credits with a specific specialisation determined by each university. 

In addition, the student must hold a Bachelor's Degree, a Bachelor's Degree in Fine Arts, a professional 

degree of at least 180 credits, or an equivalent foreign qualification. 

Within the framework of the course requirements, the student must have completed an independent 

project (degree project) of at least 15 credits in the main field of study. 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

To be awarded a One-Year Master’s Degree in Fine Arts with a specific specialisation, the student 

must, in addition to the above, meet the established degree description and: 

-requirements according to the established programme syllabus, or 

-courses totaling 60 credits, of which: 

-at least 30 credits at advanced level must belong to the main field of study for the degree, including a 

degree project of at least 15 credits (A1E level). 

 

2.2.5 Two-Year Master’s Degree in Fine Arts – second cycle  

According to the HE Ordinance (Annex 2), the following applies to the Two-Year Master’s Degree in 

Fine Arts: 

A Two-Year Master’s Degree in Fine Arts is awarded after the student has completed course 

requirements of 120 higher education credits with a specific specialisation determined by each 

university. 

In addition, the student must hold a Bachelor's Degree, a Bachelor's Degree in Fine Arts, a professional 

degree of at least 180 credits, or an equivalent foreign qualification. 

Within the framework of the course requirements, the student must have completed an independent 

project (degree project) of at least 30 credits in the main field of study. The independent project may 

comprise fewer than 30 credits, but no less than 15 credits, if the student has already completed an 
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independent project at advanced level of at least 15 credits in the same main field of study or equivalent 

from a foreign education. 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

To be awarded a Two-Year Master’s Degree in Fine Arts with a specific specialisation, the student 

must, in addition to the above, meet the established degree description and: 

-requirements according to the established programme syllabus or 

-courses totaling 120 credits, of which: 

-at least 60 credits at advanced level must belong to the main field of study for the degree, including a 

degree project of at least 30 credits (A2E level). 

 

2.3 Professional Degrees at first and second cycles  

In the HE Ordinance (Annex 2), the scope and objectives of each professional degree programme are 

specified. Detailed requirements and objectives for professional degrees at Luleå University of 

Technology are found in each established programme syllabus with the associated degree description. 

The professional degrees offered at the university are listed on the university’s website. 

2.3.1 Degree Titles for Professional Degrees at Luleå University of Technology 

The degree titles are regulated in the HE Ordinance (Annex 2) and are specified in the local degree 

description. 

Current degree titles for professional degrees are available in the degree descriptions on the university’s 

website. 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

To be awarded a professional degree, the student must meet the requirements stated in the programme 

syllabus with the associated degree description. 

3 Degrees at third level  
Luleå University of Technology’s doctoral education is regulated locally. More information about 

current research subjects, their general study plans, and doctoral-level courses is available on the 

university’s website under Research/Third-cycle studies.  

3.1 Licentiate Degree 

According to the HE Ordinance (Annex 2), the following applies to the Licentiate Degree: 

A Licentiate Degree is awarded either after the doctoral student has completed a programme of at least 

120 higher education credits in a subject for doctoral education, or after completing at least 120 credits 

of a programme that is intended to conclude with a Doctoral Degree or Doctoral Degree in Fine Arts, 

if the university decides that such a Licentiate Degree or Licentiate Degree in Fine Arts may be 

awarded. 
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For the Licentiate Degree, the doctoral student must have an approved academic paper equivalent to at 

least 60 credits. 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

To be awarded a Licentiate Degree, the general study plan for the research subject and the associated 

individual study plan must be fulfilled. 

For doctoral degrees at Luleå University of Technology, the prefixes are provided in the general study 

plan for each research subject. 

 

3.2 Doctoral Degree 

According to the HE Ordinance (Annex 2), the following applies to the Doctoral Degree: 

A Doctoral Degree is awarded after the doctoral student has completed a programme of 240 higher 

education credits in a subject for doctoral education. For the Doctoral Degree, the doctoral student 

must have an approved doctoral thesis (doctoral dissertation) equivalent to at least 120 credits. 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

To be awarded a Doctoral Degree, the general study plan for the research subject and the associated 

individual study plan must be fulfilled. For doctoral degrees at Luleå University of Technology, the 

prefixes are provided in the general study plan for each research subject. 

4 Degree Certificate 
A student who fulfils the requirements for a degree shall, upon request, receive a degree certificate from 

the university (Chapter 6, Section 9 of the HE Ordinance). 

If a degree certificate is to cover education from more than one university, the certificate shall be issued 

by the university where the student completed their studies (Chapter 6, Section 11 of the HE 

Ordinance). However, this does not apply if the universities involved have agreed otherwise in the 

specific case, or if the universities are jointly awarding a degree. 

The content of the degree certificate is regulated in Chapter 6, Sections 10 and 10a of the HE 

Ordinance. 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

Degree certificates are normally issued within 20 working days from the date a complete application is 

received. 

At Luleå University of Technology, the degree certificate is bilingual – Swedish and English.  

 

As of 1 January 2024, degree certificates are issued digitally. Previously issued paper certificates will not 

be reissued in digital form. 

The degree certificate includes two important dates: the date of completed studies (i.e. the date of the 

last completed course), and the date the decision to issue the certificate was made. 
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For University Diploma, Bachelor's, one-year Master’s, and two-year Master’s Degrees, two or more 

degrees of the same general type may be issued by Luleå University of Technology if the student meets 

the requirements for a new prefix, new main field of study or new specialisation. 

In cases where a professional degree is issued with different specialisations, two or more degrees of the 

same professional type may be issued if the student meets the requirements for a new specialisation. 

Exception: A new teacher degree is issued when a new teaching level is fulfilled. 

At least one of the courses included in the degree certificate must have been examined with a passing 

grade at Luleå University of Technology. 

Only courses at first cycle or higher may be included in a degree certificate. 

 

4.1 New Original of Degree Certificate 

The right to receive a new original of a previously issued degree certificate from Luleå University of 

Technology applies to individuals who have received fictitious personal identity details or have 

undergone a legal gender change. For this, a certificate of the change from the Swedish Tax Agency 

(Skatteverket) is required. 

For more information, contact: examen@ltu.se at Luleå University of Technology. 

4.2 Diploma Supplement 

An annex in English, the Diploma Supplement (DS), is attached to the degree certificate (see Chapter 

6, Section 10a of the HE Ordinance). The purpose of the document is to describe the education and its 

place within the Swedish higher education system. 

The Swedish Council for Higher Education (UHR) issues more detailed regulations regarding the 

content of the annex. See UHR’s general guidelines on the content of the Diploma Supplement.1  

5 Transitional Provisions 
Transitional provisions for degrees between the Higher Education Ordinance that came into force on 1 

July 2007 and the previous ordinance are regulated in the HE Ordinance. 

5.1 Teacher Degrees 

Anyone who began a teacher education programme before 1 July 2011 had the right to complete their 

education and be awarded a degree according to the previous regulations until the end of June 2023. 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

Luleå University of Technology has no additional rules beyond those in the HE Ordinance. 

 
1 Swedish Council for Higher Education’s general guidelines with comments: The annex to the degree certificate 

(2019) 
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5.2 Other Degrees 

Anyone who began a programme leading to a degree under the older provisions in Annex 2 (degree 

regulations) before 1 July 2007, or who was admitted to such a programme before that date but was 

granted deferment to start later, has the right to complete their education and be awarded a degree 

under the older provisions, but no later than the end of June 2015. 

The possibility to be awarded a degree under the 1977 provisions of the HE Ordinance ceased on 30 

September 2000 (SFS 1999:1037). 

Application at Luleå University of Technology: 

At Luleå University of Technology, it is possible for a student to be awarded a degree certificate under 

the 1993 provisions if all courses included in the degree were completed with a registered final grade no 

later than 30 June 2015. 

6 Possibility to Appeal 
According to Chapter 12, Section 2 of the HE Ordinance, a decision to reject a student’s request for a 

degree certificate may be appealed. If the decision is unfavorable to the student, they must be informed 

of the right to appeal and that the appeal must be submitted in writing. The appeal must be addressed 

to the Higher Education Appeals Board (Överklagandenämnden för högskolan) and submitted to Luleå 

University of Technology within three weeks from the date the student was informed of the decision. 

The student must also specify which decision is being appealed and what change is being requested. 

Further information on how to appeal the decision is provided in the appeal instructions. 

 


