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1. The University's Mission and Role 

The university's internationalisation task is expressed both in the Higher Education Act – that the 

university should "promote understanding of other countries and international relations" – and in the 

annual appropriation directives from the government. Each university should also contribute to global 

development based on its conditions, including human conditions and global natural resource and 

environmental issues. Against this background, it is both normal and natural for the university to 

operate in a distinctly international environment with contacts with universities, teachers, and 

researchers from various parts of the world, representing a diversity of cultures and societal structures. 

The university's participation in the global development of education and research is an important part 

of the development of the university's own activities. 

 

2. International Perspectives in the University's Vision and Future 

Image 

The university's approach is expressed in the university's vision: 

• "With world-class research results and education that liberates and challenges each individual's 

full capacity to meet the future, we contribute to the development of tomorrow's society. In 

innovative and cross-border meetings, we create development and growth." 

The university's future image further emphasises: 

• That we function as an international meeting place where a constant flow of researchers and 

students gather naturally, that both national and international researchers with cutting-edge 

expertise are active in our research areas, that our good cooperation with other leading 

universities in the world makes us have attractive exchange programs for students and staff 

• That we value cooperation where we, together with our partners, develop new knowledge and 

solve socially relevant research problems, which means that we contribute to development and 

growth 

• That we meet regional, national, and international needs for future competence 

• That we are international, that there are students and researchers from all corners of the world 

here, which provides insight into and respect and understanding for other cultures, that we are 

permissive and take advantage of our differences because we are convinced that it creates job 

satisfaction and makes us competitive 

 

3. Starting Points for Establishing International Cooperation 

The starting points for the university's considerations in connection with decisions on establishing 

international cooperation shall be: 

• The European Universities' Magna Charta, adopted in Bologna on 18 September 1988 



Governing Document   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• EU regulations, UN resolutions, the government's annual foreign policy declaration, etc. 

• The university's vision and future image (University Board decision 18-06) 

• Internationalisation goals for Luleå University of Technology (Vice-Chancellor's decision 12-

08) 

• Guidelines for Establishing International Cooperation Agreements (Vice-Chancellor's decision 

80-09) 

3.1 The European Universities' Magna Charta 

The European Universities' Magna Charta was signed by the rectors of European universities, 

assembled in Bologna to celebrate the 900th anniversary of the oldest European university. This 

document states, among other fundamental principles, that: 

• "The university is an autonomous institution at the heart of societies, differing in their 

organisation as a result of different geographical and historical conditions. It produces, 

examines, appraises, and hands down culture through research and teaching." 

• "To meet the needs of the world around it, university research and teaching must be morally 

and intellectually independent of all political, ideological, and economic power groups." 

• "Freedom in research and education is the university's fundamental principle of life. The state 

authorities and universities must respect this fundamental requirement within their respective 

areas." 

These principles, which define the university's role and autonomy from a broader and global 

perspective, must be considered primarily guiding as a starting point and collective value base for the 

university's priorities. 

3.2 EU, UN, Government Declarations 
Decisions within the EU and the UN sometimes influence the actions of the various member states 

towards other states in different contexts. Such decisions can also occasionally be binding for the 

member states. These decisions should be considered in the preparation of international cooperation 

matters. Since universities are part of the national authority structure, it is also important to seek 

guidance in the government's annual foreign policy declaration in preparation for decisions. The 

foreign policy declaration is a program statement with goals and visions for Sweden's work in the world 

for the coming year and beyond, a kind of compass that the government undertakes to navigate by both 

in the immediate area, in the EU, and globally. It also includes a report on Sweden's role in foreign, 

security, aid, and trade policy during the past year. 

3.3 The University's Internal Governing Documents 
The university's decision to establish international cooperation should, in addition to what is mentioned 

above, be based on the considerations outlined in the university's vision and operational idea. Such a 

decision should also harmonise with or at least not conflict with the Vice-Chancellor's decision 

"Internationalisation Goals for Luleå University of Technology" (Vice-Chancellor's decision 12-08), 

which in turn is based on the university's vision and future image. The Vice-Chancellor's decision 

"Guidelines for Establishing International Cooperation Agreements" (Vice-Chancellor's decision 80-09) 

includes detailed instructions on how a case concerning the establishment of international cooperation 

should be handled and what considerations should be made. The application of these guidelines, 
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together with the starting points for decisions on international cooperation established in this policy 

document, should be considered the basis for well-founded decision-making in such matters. 

 


