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1. Introduction 

For students coming from countries outside the EU, the EEA area and Switzerland, universities 
and higher education institutions must charge both an application fee and a tuition fee. The 
regulations governing this are set out in the Ordinance (2010:543) on application fees and 
tuition fees at universities and higher education institutions. Accordingly, guidelines for the 
management of tuition fees are established as follows. 

The payment received signifies that the student is formally admitted to the programme or 

granted continued eligibility to register for courses and is thereby entitled to teaching, 
examinations, as well as access to university resources and insurance coverage, among other 
things. 

The amount of tuition fees is determined by each individual university or higher education 
institution and varies between courses and programmes. The fee amount is published on 

universityadmissions.se. 

The purpose of these guidelines is to describe Luleå University of Technology’s application of 
the national and local regulations concerning tuition fees. 

2. Application Fee 

Application fees apply to applicants who, at the time of application, are not citizens of an EU 
country, an EEA country, or Switzerland. See further exemptions under Section 3.1. 

The application fee is normally paid to the Swedish Council for Higher Education (UHR) in 
connection with the application via antagning.se. In cases of direct admission, where the student 
has not applied through antagning.se, payment shall be made directly to Luleå University of 

Technology. 

The application fee will not be refunded if the course is cancelled. Fees are charged for studies 
at undergraduate and advanced levels. Doctoral studies are not subject to tuition fees. 
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3. Scope of Tuition Fee Liability 
The obligation to pay tuition fees applies to citizens from countries outside the EU, EEA, and 

Switzerland and covers education at undergraduate and advanced levels. The fees are calculated to 

ensure full cost coverage. 

3.1 Exemptions 

The following groups of students from countries outside the EU, EEA, or Switzerland are not subject 

to the obligation to pay tuition fees.1 

• A person who is a family member of a citizen of an EEA state and has a right of residence or permanent 

right of residence in Sweden pursuant to Chapter 3a, Sections 4 or 7 of the Aliens Act (2005:716). 

 

• A person who is a family member of a Swiss citizen and has a residence permit in Sweden pursuant to 
Chapter 4, Section 16 of the Aliens Ordinance (2006:97). 

• A person who has permanent residence in Sweden. 
 

• A person who, for reasons other than studies, has a temporary residence permit in Sweden. 
 

• A person who has the status of a long-term resident in Sweden pursuant to Chapter 5a of the Aliens Act. 
 

• A person who has the status of a long-term resident in another EU member state and holds a residence 
permit in Sweden pursuant to Chapter 4, Section 9 of the Aliens Ordinance. 
 

• A person who is a student at a foreign higher education institution but undertakes a limited part of their 
studies at a Swedish higher education institution within the framework of an exchange agreement under 
which tuition fees are not charged by the host institution. 
 

• A person applying for or studying within an exchange or cooperation programme for which, under a 
decision by the Swedish Government, tuition fees shall not be charged. 

 

 

3.1.1 Fee Exemption for EU and EEA Citizens 

EU and EEA citizens — that is, citizens of Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 

France, Greece, the Netherlands, Ireland, Italy, Croatia, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the 

Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, the Czech Republic, 

Germany, Hungary, and Austria, as well as EEA countries Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway — are 

not required to pay fees for applying to or participating in degree programmes or courses in Sweden. 

Citizens of Switzerland are also exempt from tuition fees. 

 
1 See Section 5, second paragraph of the Ordinance (2010:543) on Application Fees and Tuition Fees at 
Universities and Higher Education Institutions. 
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3.1.2 Fees in International Educational Cooperation 

Education that forms part of a higher education programme, at undergraduate or advanced 
level, in Sweden may be subject to fees for students who are citizens of EEA countries or 
Switzerland if there is an agreement on educational cooperation between the university and a 

foreign higher education institution, provided that the fee does not accrue to the university 
and does not apply to the part of the education organised by the university.2 

This applies, for example, when a student pays a fee to a consortium formed by Luleå 

University of Technology and participating foreign institutions. 

3.2 Applicable Legal Provisions 

The provisions of the Higher Education Act and the Higher Education Ordinance also apply 
to tuition fee-paying students. 

In addition, general administrative legislation such as the Administrative Procedure Act, the 
rules on public access to information and confidentiality, and the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) are applicable. 

3.3 Governing Documents of Luleå University of Technology 

The university’s internal governing documents — including policies, rules, and guidelines — 
also apply to tuition fee-paying students. 

Both decisions concerning governing documents and decisions relating to individual students 

constitute official decisions. The principle of equality applies, meaning that tuition fee-paying 

students must be treated in the same manner as all other students at Luleå University of 
Technology. 

4. Fees at Luleå University of Technology 

4.1 Determination of Fees 

Luleå University of Technology determines the amount of tuition fees for each programme. 

Information regarding tuition fees is available on universityadmissions.se. 

4.2 Semester Payment and Total Cost 

A student admitted to a degree programme shall pay the same amount each semester throughout their 

studies. Upon admission to a programme, the student shall be informed of the total cost of the chosen 

 
2 Chapter 4, Section 4, second paragraph of the Higher Education Act (1992:1434), cf. the Budget Bill, 
Expenditure Area 16, Bill 2014/15:1, p. 186 et seq. 
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education. Tuition fees must be paid once per semester; neither instalment payments nor full-year 

payments are permitted. Information concerning payment and administration of tuition fees is managed 

in Ladok for students. 

5. Rights of Tuition Fee-Paying Students 

5.1 Access to University Resources 

Payment of the tuition fee entitles the student to tuition and examinations for the course or programme 

applied for and paid for. Furthermore, it includes access to the university’s facilities, library resources 

and technical resources, student health services, insurance coverage, and other equivalent benefits 

5.2 Right to Complete the Programme 

The student’s right to education includes the right to complete the programme that has been 

commenced and paid for. This also includes the right to retake courses and examinations. 

5.3 Right to Change Field of Study 

The student has the right, insofar as there are different fields of study within the programme to which 

the student has been admitted, to change the field of study within that programme in accordance with 

the general regulations established by the university. 

 

If the change entails additional courses beyond those already paid for, tuition fees must be paid for the 

new courses. 

A change of programme is not possible without a new application and admission. 

 

5.4 Rectification etc. 

If a tuition fee-paying student considers that the university has failed in the delivery of the education, 

that the education does not meet the promised quality or scope, that the university has provided 

misleading information, or that the student has been treated unfairly, a matter of rectification or 

compensation may arise. 

Rectification matters are primarily handled directly by the university or after contact through the 

student union. In other cases, the established channels for rectification or supervision apply, such as the 

Swedish Higher Education Authority, the Higher Education Appeals Board, the Parliamentary 

Ombudsman, the Chancellor of Justice, or the Equality Ombudsman.3 

 
3 See the decision of the Supreme Court on 17 April 2018 in case no. T 2196-17. 
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6. Payment of Tuition Fees 
Information about payment and management of tuition fees is administered in Ladok for Students. The 

notice of admission is conditional upon the applicant’s obligation to pay the tuition fee. A student may 

not be registered for or begin studies until payment has been received, and a payment confirmation has 

been recorded in Ladok. 

The payment obligation is fulfilled when the total invoiced amount has been received in the 

university’s account. Once full payment has been received, the student will receive confirmation, and a 

payment record will be generated in Ladok. 

Scope of Payment Obligation 

 

• Students enrolled in a degree programme pay tuition per semester for 30 credits and, where 
applicable, for any additional credits applied for, according to the established fee for the 
programme. 
 

• The tuition fee covers the course or courses within a programme to which the student has been 
admitted, under the conditions stated in the course or programme syllabus. 
 

• The university may, in some cases, offer certain activities such as language or cultural 
components free of charge to students who are otherwise liable to pay tuition fees. 
 

• Students taking individual courses pay per semester according to the number of credits applied 
for, in line with the established cost for the course. 
 

• A student who does not complete their studies within the nominal period of study is entitled to 
finish their studies without paying additional tuition fees. 

 

• A student who completes their studies in a shorter period than the nominal number of 
semesters must nevertheless pay tuition fees for the total number of credits. 
 

• A student who undertakes part of their studies abroad within the framework of their education 
must still pay tuition fees to the university. 
 

6.1 Payment Procedures 

 

Tuition fees must be paid once per semester. Neither instalment payments nor full-year payments are 

permitted. 

When determining the tuition fee payable by an individual student, the university shall, where 

applicable, deduct any scholarships granted by the university or another funding body. 
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In cases where a student’s studies are financed by an external scholarship provider and the provider 

intends to pay the tuition fee directly to the university; the provider will be invoiced directly by the 

university. 

6.2 Payment Deadlines 

6.2.1 Newly Admitted Students 

Payment of tuition fees in connection with admission to a programme or course must be made in 

accordance with the information sent out by the university. 

Applicants will be informed of the final date by which payment must reach the university. At Luleå 

University of Technology, tuition fees must have been received in the university’s account no later 

than 15 May for the autumn semester.4 

All management of tuition fees received is handled in Ladok for Students, where information such as 

payment deadlines is also available. 

Late admissions and admissions in subsequent application rounds are handled separately. 

6.2.2 Active Students 

For active students, tuition fees must be received by Luleå University of Technology no later than 10 

January for the spring semester and 10 August for the autumn semester. Information about payment is 

provided in Ladok for Students. 

6.2.3 Payment Reminders 

If tuition fees are not paid on time, a payment reminder will be issued immediately after the due date, 

granting a one-week grace period for payment. 

 

7. Effects of Non-Payment 

7.1 Newly Admitted Student – Loss of Study Place 

An applicant for a programme or course at Luleå University of Technology who has not fulfilled the 

obligation to pay the initial tuition fee on time will lose their study place.5 

7.2 Active Student – Suspension 

A student who has been admitted to and commenced a programme or course and who fails to pay the 

tuition fee within one week after receiving a reminder will be suspended from their studies until 

 
4 Swedish Association of Universities and Higher Education Institutions (SUHF) Recommendation 2018:2, p. 2, 

cf. Section 7 of the Ordinance (2010:543) on Application Fees and Tuition Fees at Universities and Higher 
Education Institutions. 
5 See Section 8 of the Ordinance (2010:543) on Application Fees and Tuition Fees at Universities and Higher 
Education Institutions. 
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payment is made.6 The reminder shall include information that suspension will be considered if 

payment is not made on time. 

 

A decision to suspend a student for non-payment takes immediate effect and remains valid until full 

payment has been received. 

Suspension due to late payment does not entitle the student to a reduced tuition fee. 

8. Refund of Tuition Fees 

8.1 Refund procedures 

According to Section 12 of the Ordinance (2010:543) on Application and Tuition Fees at Universities 

and Higher Education Institutions, the university may refund all or part of the tuition fee if a student, 

for special reasons, is prevented from participating in the programme. 

Applications for tuition fee refunds are submitted via a form on the student web. Decisions are made by 

the authority responsible in accordance with the applicable decision and delegation procedures. 

The refund corresponds to the part of the semester (or course period for a freestanding course) for 

which the student is no longer liable to pay or is prevented from participating, with the following 

deductions: 

a) Any exchange and bank charges 

b) An administrative cost of SEK 6,000 for a full semester commitment 

c) An administrative cost of SEK 1,500 for a freestanding course 

If a scholarship has been awarded, no administrative deduction will be made in the event of a tuition 

fee refund. 

Refunds are only made to the same bank account used for payment to Luleå University of Technology. 

Upon refund, the Swedish Migration Agency will be notified that the student’s studies have been 

discontinued.7 

 

Refunds for tuition fees relating to a semester already commenced are not permitted, except in the 

cases described below.  

 
6 See Section 10 of the Ordinance (2010:543) on Application Fees and Tuition Fees at Universities and Higher 

Education Institutions. 
7 See Section 8 of the Administrative Procedure Act (2017:900). 
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8.2 Absent or Changed Basis for Residence Permit 

Students who have paid tuition fees but are not granted a residence permit in Sweden and 
whose admission process is terminated are entitled to a refund of the tuition fee paid, with a 
deduction for administrative costs and any bank or exchange charges. 

Students who are granted a residence permit on grounds other than studies around the start of 

the semester are also entitled to a refund under the same terms. 

8.3 Special Reasons 

The university may refund the tuition fee, excluding administrative costs, if the student is prevented 

from participating in the programme due to special reasons.8 Examples of such reasons include serious 

illness or death affecting the student, the student’s partner, or a member of the immediate family. 

8.4 Credited Courses 

Students in a programme who have been granted credit transfers for courses from another higher 

education institution as part of their studies at Luleå University of Technology are entitled to a refund 

of the tuition fee corresponding to the credited courses. 

8.5 Cancelled Programme or Course 

Students are entitled to a full refund of the tuition fee, without administrative deductions, if the 

programme or course applied for is cancelled. 

8.6 Transitional Provision 

The amendment concerning reduced refunds enters into force on 1 January 2026. It applies 

immediately from that date and covers all refunds to students, including those who made payments 

prior to this date. Until then, full refunds will be provided in accordance with previous decisions. 

 

9. Approved Leave from Studies and Residence 

Permit 
Students may be permitted to resume their studies following an approved leave of absence if there are 

special reasons.9  

 
8 Section 12 of the Ordinance (2010:543) on Application Fees and Tuition Fees at Universities and Higher 

Education Institutions. 
9 See also the Guidelines on Student Rights and Responsibilities at Luleå University of Technology.  
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No application fee should be charged when studies are resumed. The tuition fee payable by the student 

at the time of resumption should be the same as before the leave.10 

Students who take an approved leave of absence and have been granted a residence permit for studies 

may have the permit revoked, as such permits are based on actual studies being pursued in Sweden (see 

the Swedish Migration Agency’s website: www.migrationsverket.se). 

Approved leave from studies does not exempt students from the requirements for obtaining an 

extended residence permit for studies, such as acceptable academic progress.11 

 

10. Suspension and Exclusion of Students 
 

10.1 Attempt to Mislead, Cheat or Disrupt 

Cheating, or acts that disturb or obstruct teaching or examinations — including cases of discrimination 

— committed by a tuition fee-paying student, are handled and decided by the university’s disciplinary 

board.12 Decisions may be appealed to the Administrative Court. 

In particularly serious situations, where a risk is deemed to exist that a student — due to mental 

disorder, alcohol or drug abuse, or serious criminal activity — may harm another person or valuable 

property, exclusion from the university may be considered. Such cases are handled and decided by the 

Higher Education Expulsion Board (HAN) following a report from the university. 

10.2 Non-Payment 

Failure to pay tuition fees results in suspension from studies. Suspension decisions are made by the 

Director of University Administration. 

A decision on suspension due to non-payment must be accompanied by information on the right to 

appeal and may be appealed to the Higher Education Appeals Board. 

10.3 Significance of the Suspension Decision 

A suspension decision means that the student is barred from all teaching, supervision, examinations, and 

other academic activities, as well as from access to other resources within the framework of the 

university’s education. 

Degree certificates or course certificates may not be issued in cases involving unpaid tuition fees until 

payment has been made. 

 
10 See SUHF Recommendation 2018:2, p. 3. 
11 See SUHF Recommendation 2018:2, p. 3. 
12 See Guidelines on Student Rights and Responsibilities, p. 14, Guidelines for Handling Disciplinary Matters at 
Luleå University of Technology, and Rules of Conduct during Examinations. 
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Suspension due to non-payment or a decision by the disciplinary board, administrative court, Higher 

Education Appeals Board, or Higher Education Expulsion Board does not entitle the student to any 

refund of tuition fees. 
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