
Honorary doctors at Luleå University of Technology 2023 

Alice Kempe, Chair of Kempes��elserna, Honorary Doctor of Technology 
Alice Kempe is truly commited and is of great importance for the u�lisa�on of the University’s 
research and the partnerships with the surrounding society and industry, not least within wood 
technology. Kempes��elserna has had a decisive impact on the strategic research programme CT 
WOOD at Wood Science and Engineering Division at Luleå University of Technology in Skelle�eå in 
northern Sweden. The purpose of the strategic research programme is to con�nue to build on world-
leading research within X-ray computed tomography and thus to create opportuni�es for cu�ng edge 
research suppor�ng the digitaliza�on of the wood industry. Alice Kempe is Chair of the 
Kempes��elserna, which for a long �me have offered extensive funding to research infrastructures, 
research investments and projects as well as prizes and scholarships to young and promising 
researchers. Alice Kempe is a cer�fied forester and has long experience of research funding and 
industrial organisa�ons, for example, as a member of the board of the Holmen Forest group. 

Jan Moström, CEO and President of LKAB, Honorary Doctor of Technology 
Jan Moström has, through roles as mine manager and business area manager at Boliden and CEO of 
LKAB, set visionary and important goals for the green transi�on. Both these mining companies are 
seated in northern Sweden. Furthermore, Jan Moström has highlighted the world’s future needs of 
minerals and metals, where Sweden with its geology plays an important role in achieving the UN 
climate goals. Through these ini�a�ves, he has put northern Sweden on the map, and all eyes are 
now on the technological development taking place there. Jan Moström meritoriously heads our 
largest mining company in a pro-ac�ve and successful manner. He has introduced carbon-free iron 
ore produc�on, and aims at re-using previously rejected residues to win rare earth metals. In 
addi�on, he has ini�ated a long-term partnership with Luleå University of Technology. 

Staffan Göthe, actor, playwright and director, Honorary Doctor of Philosophy  
Staffan is a playwright and director, and graduated from the Gothenburg Theatre Academy in 1971 
a�er three years of studies. He is considered one of Sweden's foremost and most performed 
playwrights. Many of his plays have been performed at Norrbotensteatern, among which En 
uppstoppad hund, directed by Staffan Göthe himself, is probably the most famous. Staffan Göthe 
always returns to the Norrboten region in his works – the suite comprising the works Temperence, La 
strada del amore, En uppstoppad hund, Den perfekta kyssen and Ett lysande elände, tells about the 
Cervieng family who lives in a village near the Bothnian Bay.  
 
Staffan Göthe has been adjunct professor at the Malmö Theatre Academy. During his last visit to 
Luleå in March 2023, he appeared on stage at Kulturcentrum Ebeneser and talked about his life, his 
works and his dedica�on to young actors and study programmes in Ac�ng in Sweden. In �mes of 
great insecurity and quick technological and societal changes, the role that the fine arts play in 
societal development becomes more central, and drama�c art is an important expression to beter 
understand the age we live in. Through his significant commitment as an actor, playwright and 
director, Staffan Göthe has contributed to the progress of the drama�c art in Sweden and in 
Norrboten. 

 

 

 



Peter Englund, was appointed Honorary Doctor of Technology 2022  
Peter Englund is an historian, author and a member of the Swedish Academy, of which he has been 
the permanent secretary. He was awarded a doctoral degree at Uppsala University in 1989; his 
doctoral thesis centering on the world view of the 17th century Swedish nobility: “Det hotade huset” 
(A house in peril). His CV contains a wide range of ac�vi�es, missions and dis�nc�ons exceeding what 
is normal for an historian. His research contribu�ons comprise an extensive produc�on of popular-
historical literature that combines historical-scien�fic stringency and an absorbing narra�ve in an 
unparalleled way. He has received many dis�nc�ons throughout his career, for example the Swedish 
Augustpriset (the August Prize). Based on a broad interna�onal historical-scien�fic perspec�ve, his 
achievements and ability to contribute new knowledge and understanding of the course of events 
and process of change is of profound importance in our �me. This is especially so when considering 
the driving forces behind the rise of large-scale military conflicts, and the consequences of war and 
technology of war for people and communi�es.  

 


